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                Bevacizumab, a monoclonal antibody, is the first angio-genesis inhibitor approved for the treatment of cancer. Bevacizumab has FDA-approved labeling for use with a fluorouracil-based chemotherapy regimen as first-line therapy for advanced colon cancer. A review of bevacizumab appears in this issue of AJHP.1
As with any new drug, the benefits and risks of bevacizumab therapy must be weighed. Bevacizumab’s efficacy was clearly demonstrated in a Phase III trial that compared a bolus dose of a standard regimen for the treatment of metastatic colon cancer (irinotecan 125 mg/m2, fluorouracil 500 mg/m2, and leucovorin 20 mg/m2 [IFL]) plus bevacizumab 5 mg/m2 to a bolus dose of IFL plus placebo.2 Patients who received IFL plus bevacizumab had a significant improvement in their overall survival versus placebo (20.3 months versus 15.6 months).
In addition, the results of this study allayed concerns of excessive toxicity (bleeding and thromboembolic events) identified in Phase II trials. No significant differences were found between the two treatment groups in the rate of grade III–IV bleeding or thromboembolic events.
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